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South Africa: Doctors Release 3-Page Health 
Report on Mandela 


MB2203122196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1152 GMT 22 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN March 22 
SAPA — The Surgeon- General on Priday released a 
detailed report on President Nelson Mandela's health, 
saying his heart and arteries were in an “entirely 
satisfactory” state and he was physically fit for a man 
of his age. 


The three-page report follows Mandela's recent ex- 
tended checkup in a Johannesburg clinic. 


The Surgeon-General, Li-Gen Daniel Knobel, said Man- 
dela had agreed that a detailed description of his past 
and current medical problems be issued to the media 
by representatives of the panel of doctors who had been 
treating him since his release from detention. 


South Africa: Mandela Attempts To Clarify Police 
Conspiracy Remarks 


MB2103164496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1638 GMT 21 Mar 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text) NEWCASTLE March 21 
SAPA — President Ne'son Mandela says the South 
African Police Service [SAPS] is being infiltrated by 
“agents provocateurs” who are planning to overthrow 
the present government. 


Addressing community leaders in Newcastle in 
KwaZulu-Natal on Thursday, Mandela said there were 


still “powerful elements in this country planning every 
day to overthrow this government”. 


However, [words indistinct} was no known [words 


the Madadeni College of Education, Man- 
had met with Justice Minister Dullah Omar 
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“There can be no excuse whatsoever for killing the very 
same who are in the front-line of our battle 
against crime,” Mandela said. 


He said while political violence had ended in all other 
provinces, it continued to cast a shadow on KwaZulu- 
Natal. On the scheduled May 29 local government 
elections, Mandela said he hoped the period in the 
run-up to the poll would set an example of political 
tolerance and peaceful campaigning. "To this end, the 
ANC has committed itself to a code of conduct for 
the elections which [words indistinct) of national uni 
ty for not delivering on election promises forgot his 
pre-election warning that the delivery of houses and 
other services was a process which would not occur 
overnight. Mandela said his government had inherited 
a R250 billion (rands}) public dett from the previous 
government. That debt had been serviced at a rate of 
R28 billion a year and was also a factor which needed 
to be considered. 


He said investors were returning to South Africa, which 
was an indication of their confidence in the country. He 
warned, however, that development in KwaZulu-Natal 
would remain a “p'pedream” until stability returned to 
the province. He urged community leaders to take a 
stand against violence. 


South Africa: Buthelezi — ‘Cultural 
Accoutrements’ Ban Threatens Elections 


MB2103162196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1550 GMT 21 Mar 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} NDWEDWE, Northern 
KwaZulu-Natal March 21 SAPA — Violence could 

KwaZulu-Natal’s local government clections 
if President Nelson Mandela used an existing procia- 
mation to ban Zulu cultural “accoutrements”, Inkatha 
Freedom Party leader (IFP] Mangosuthu Buthelezi said 
on Thursday. 


In notes for delivery, he also accused the African 
National Congress of evil attempts to diminish the 
role of traditional leaders who, he said, were crucial 
in local governance. Buthelezi, also Home Affairs 
Minister, was speaking at Kwadeda Stadium near the 
northern provincial town of Ndwedwe where he was 
canvassing IFP support for the May 29 local poll. “If 
the President uses the proclamation that is already in 
place to ban Zulu cultural accoutrements, this will be 
just the kind of provocation which might threaten peace 
in the forthcoming elections. 


“It could also threaten any possibility of holding the 
imbizo [traditional Zulu gathering) which the President 
has suggested should be held... to ensure... peace and 
reconciliation between our two parties." 


and 

The ANC, 
role of traditional leaders by proposing an increase in the 
sumber of members on regional councils, bodies which 
are entrenched in the recently-created provincial consti- 
tution. “They want regional councils to be extraordinar- 
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ily large beyond any reasonableness, merely to ensure 
that amakhosi (Zulu chiefs) become insignificant." 


Buthelezi said he was “a Zulu peasant serving the 
aspirations of my own people". These people knew that 
it was the IFP and not the ANC which was acting in 
their interests, he added. 


South Africa: ‘New Relationship’ Cited With U.S. 
Armed Forces 


MB2203064196 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 22 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The new relationship between 
the South African and American armed forces reached 
a symbolic high point in Washington yesterday, when 
the chief of the South African National Defense Force, 
General Georg Meiring, was afforded full military 
honors at historic Fort Myer. Gen. Meiring is on a five- 
day visit to the United States as guest of General John 
Shalikashvili, who is Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Suff. 


Gen. Meiring and Gen. Shalikashvili inspected ceremo- 
nial guard detachments of the U. S. Marines, the U. S. 
Navy, and the Third U. S. Infantry. Gen. Meiring is also 
scheduled to meet American Defense Secretary William 
Perry, and other top military and government officials, 
during his visit. 


Angola 
Angola: President Dos Santos Meets UN's Beye 


MB2103210196 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 2] Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) At Putungo de Belas Palace 
today, President Jose Eduardo dos Santos received 
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MB2203094096 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 22 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Portuguese Admiral Puseta 


(De Poate) Yes, | am very happy. 


report may 
“ without 
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(Correspondent) So, Angolan-Portuguese military coop- 
eration should emerge stronger’ 


[Da Ponte) As you are aware, my visit is part of 
many contacts the Portuguese Government, and now 
its Armed Forces, are having with Angola. Foreign 
Affairs Minister Jaime Gama was here one week before 
I began my visit. 1 would like to thank Radio Angola 
for getting in touch with me and | would like to take 
this opportunity to say that we have achieved results that 
will allow us to strengthen bilateral military cooperation. 


(passage omitted) [end recording) 


Angola: French Eavoy Links Investment to 
Successful Peace Process 


MB2203094996 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 22 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) French Ambassador to An- 
gola (Francois Jean-Pierre Gendreau) said in Luanda 
yesterday that his country will continue to support 
Angola’s peace and national reconciliation efforts. He 
added that France is considering broad investment 
projects to encourage Angola's social and economic de- 
velopment, after the ravage wrought by a 20-year civil 
war. Ambassador (Gendreau) noted, however, that all 


will hinge on the evolution of the peace process. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Angola: Savimbi Seeks Foreign Affairs Role as Vice 
President 


MB2103210496 London BBC World Service 
in Portuguese 2030 GMT 21 Mar 96 


(From the “Londres, Ultima Hora” program] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) It is becoming clear in An- 
gola that Jonas Savimbi's acceptance of one of the vice 
presidencies in the future government of national unity 
depends on real powers being accorded to the post. Ob- 


a> 


the High Court granted three constituencies an order 


Representing Kbvelu, Thabana-morena and Mokhot- 
long constituencies, lawyer Zwelakhe Mda argucd that 
the NEC had been frandulently clected as the normal se- 
cret ballot method had been abandoned. He noted that 
in violation of the BCP constitution, constituencies were 
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Tsatsanyane who has championed the welfare of ex- 
Lesotho Liberation Army [LLA) cadres who fought the 
Basotho National Party's [BNP] 23-year government, 
also slated Ntsu's prolonged failure to appear in public. 
He warns that unless the election results are annulled, 
the BCP should forget winning the 1998 general elec · 
uons. 


Some people, especially opposition members agree 
wholeheartedly, noting that given the shambles within 


the BCP, people such as the three coup plotters thwarted 
early this year, need not have bothered. The attempted 
coup, when the three opposition party members walked 
into the national radio station and declared a change of 
government, came two weeks before the AGM and the 
Culprits are in police custody awaiting trial. 


Instability has bedevilled Lesotho and undermined the 
Mokhehie's government since he won general elections 
in (words indistinct) all 65 constituencies. First the main 
opposition, the BNP sued government for allegedly 
rigging the polls, but the BCP won the court batt's. 
Soon afterwards, fierce fighting among factions within 
the national army left three officers dead and injured 
civilians. 


During the fighting, the then deputy prime minister and 
finance minister were kidnapped and killed by soldiers 
interrogating them about the LLA and arms allegedly 
being brought into the country illegally. Some ministers 
fled to neighbouring South Africa, but returned later. 


As things were just beginning to calm down, Letsie 
dissolved parliament and seized power in 1994 backed 
by factions of the army and the BNP, until Botswana, 
South Africa and Zimbabwe intervened to restore the 
civilian governmce *\. 


Letsie’s father Moshoeshoe II, dethroned by the army 
in 1990, returned from exile and was reinstated. Then a 
few months later, the National Security Services arrested 
some deputies who were allegedly involved in gun- 
running, fuelling the flight to South Africa for many 
months of some of the accused and LLA members. 


In January this year, King Moshoeshoe was killed in a 
motor accident. 


Mozambique 


Mozambique: President Chissano Receives 
Religious Leaders 

MB2103150396 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1400 GMT 2/1 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) President Joaquim Chissano re- 
ceived a group of religious leaders at the 


Presidency 
of the Republic today. The religious leaders asked the 
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president to personally intervene io speed up the return 


Clety, HOw! the repair of roads, schools, and hospitals; 
the standa. of education; the country's economic reha- 


The arsenals included close to 120 anticar and antiper- 
sonnel mines, 23 rifles, three bazookas, and other mil- 
itary weapons. The arms caches were discovered last 


in Afrikaans 7 Mar 96 p 3 


(FBIS Translated Text] A memorandum of understand- 
ing was signed on 6 March between the Namibian and 
Ghanaian ministries of defense at the Ministry of De- 
fease offices in Windhoek. 


‘the agreement, observed by the media and senior 
Namibian Defense Force officers, was signed by Deputy 
Defense Minister Erriki Nghimtina and the Ghanaian 
defense minister, Lt. Colonel K.T. Donkoh. 
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MB2103193796 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 21 Mar 9 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The chairman of the tripar- 
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SFTU (Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions), Dr. 
Jeremiah Guile, says the negotiation process has cc me 
to a halt. This follows the pulling out of the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions last week. According to Mr. 
Gule, the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions’ lead- 
ership has in fact been removed from the negotiating 
table by the state following the preference of charges 


against it. 


Mr. Guile noted that the state of industrial relations 
in the country has been severely jeopardized by the 
recent action taken by the state. He said the timing 
of government is horrible again in this case. In a 
statement Mr. Gule said he still believes in the process 
of negotiations and sees it as the only option for a way 
forward. He said this is the right time to rise above petty 
differences and chart a national direction. 


Mr. Gule was responding to numerous enquiries made 
by the public that has been following and supporting 
the tripartite negotiations process. The negotiations 
started on 10 February but were halted after the SFTU 
leadership withdrew from the tripartite on 15 March 
1996. Today it was reported that the entire SFTU 
negotiating team has been served with summons to 


appear in court. 


Meanwhile, Dr. Gule revealed that since the negotia- 
tions begin the climate has never been conducive for 
fully fledyed negotiations. In his statement, Mr. Gule 
said On numerous occasions the parties have had to deal 
with issues pertaining to the uncertainties. The SFTU 
leadership spoke of rumors about their impending ar- 
rest, as well as other labor leaders. 


Mr. Gule stated that these rumors were taken into 
account and the government team was told about them, 
but pleaded ignorance and promised to investigate. The 
SFTU team wrote to Mr. Gule on 21 February °96, 
raising a number of issues, particularly about the Public 
Order Gazette of 18 January "96. Dr. Gule continued to 
say that he wrote a letter to the prime minister asking 
him to remove (ae said gazette as a way of assisting the 
process of negotiations, but up to today no reply has 
been received. 


Zambia 


Zambia: UNIP Plans To Make Sere Kaunda ia 
Presidential Race 


MB2103132496 Lusaka THE POST in English 
2] Mar % 


(Report by George Jambwa; received via Internet) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The United National Indepen- 
dence Party (UNIP) is working on what it calls a “master 


Multiparty Democracy) attempts to ba: our presidential 
candidate from contesting the forthcoming presidential 
elections,” Mulengela promised, adding: “The plan is 
already on the drawing board." 


But Mulengela declined to disclose the contents of the 
master plan. “I can't disclose what the plan contains 
as at now. But all I can say is that it is a peaceful 
master plan. It does not contain guns or bullets. We are 
a peaceful party and we always discuss peace,” he said. 


Mulengela was reacting (0 government spokesman, 
Amusaa Mwanamwambwa's refusal to yield to UNIP’s 
demands that the draft constitution bill, which contains 
which bars second generation Zambians from 
for presidency, be withdrawn from parliament. 


49 


UNIP 

health minister Micheal Sata’s threats against 
ves and other opposition leaders. “! will 
committee very sovun so that we can 
Sata and then we may consider making a formal 
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able especially because we wani to attract money into 
the econciay,” Kapumpa said. 


Kapumpa, who was speaking in his personal capacity 
argued that since foreigners were allowed to buy shares 
they were listed on the secondary market, they 
as well be allowed io participate in the initial 
. At present, deeds of the Zambia Privatisation 
Trust Fund (ZPTF) stipulate that shares previously 


Zambia: Chiluba’s Housing Price Intervention 
Discussed 


MB2203070496 Lusaka THE POST in English 
22 Mar 96 


(Report by Sipo Kapumba and Mervin Syafunko; re- 
ceived via Internet} 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) A prominent Lusaka prop- 
erty evaluator says the current price slash on council 
houses by President Chiluba should be treated as a "pro- 
posal subject to confiimation.” 


Sonny Mulenga of S.P. Mulenga Associates said in an 
interview on Tuesday [19 March) that the President 
was expressing an opinion. “The prices the President is 
giving don’t seem conclusive. He is merely expressing 
an opinion, “Mulenga said. 


However, he added that some of the prices the President 
was quoting could be right; “He may be right in 
his guesses It shall have to be justified properly.” 
Since Saturday, Chiluba has toured various townships in 
Lusaka and Copperbelt where city councils are selling 
houses and have decreed drastic cuts in the prices. He 
has suggested that the most dilapidated structures should 
be given away freely. 


Albert Kabwe, a partner in Premier Property consultants 
of Lusaka, said the impact of the sharp reduction in the 
prices of houses remained to be felt. However, he said 
the market value of an average three bedroom house 
along the line of rail was between K15 and K25 million 
(kwachas}. Compared with the council's average price 
of about K2.5 million, he said the council prices were 
fair. 


“Socially, what the President is doing is good because 
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Benin Tevoedire, the head of Kerekou's campaign team, told 
Benim: Further Details on Detention of Statistics reporters. 
Benin: Correspondent Report; Gunfire, Troop 
AB2103141796 Paris AFP in English 
1327 GMT 21 Mar 96 —— 


(FBIS Transcribed Text Excerpt) Cotonou, March 21 
(AFP) — Four mea on Thursday detained and drove 
away with the deputy director of Benin's statistics 
institute which has been sorting out presidential election 
results amid a row as to who has won the poll. 


The four, wearing civilian clothes, arrived at the na- 
tional institute of statistics and economic analysis in the 
business capital Cotonou and forced the official, Mau- 
rice Bankole, to leave with them in a car, his colleagues 
said. 


On Wednesday, statisticians announced that on com- 
plete but unofficial results frc:n Monday's poll, the elec- 
tion had been won by former military ruler, retired Gen- 
eral Mathieu Kerekou, who took 54 percent of the votes. 


But this claim was hotly contested by supporters of 


Bankole had stated on radio late Wednesday that 
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what he described as “allegations” by 
electoral commission 
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government, 
polis on the restoration of democracy in 1991. 


The “Chameleon”, as Kerekou likes to be known, 
campaigned at the polls by presenting himself a man 
of the people and taking swipes at Sogio’s connections 
and property abroad. 

The incumbent president had also damaged his own 
chances with his reputation for autocratic rule. 


One of Kerekou's close aides gave a veiled warning 


Wednesday that the army might not stand idly by if its 
ee 


“We know that men are meeting hey’ ~* thee for 
hours on end, and that plans are afo. sors people 
and even create disturbances on the suvc.s,” Albert 


AB2103175596 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 21 Mar 96 


(From the "Fu.us on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) There is apparently consider- 
able confusion in the Benin capital, Cotonou. Although 
the official result is not yet known of Benin's presiden- 
tial elections, all the Indications are that former mili- 
tary leader Mathieu the Chameleon Kerekou has made 
a startling come back, beating the incumbent president, 
Nicephore Soglo, by a narrow margin, but the Soglo 
camp has been hotly disputing it. There have been re- 
ports of arrests of election officials, rumors of troop 
movements, and now it seems citizens are in the gnp of 
chas and panic and taking to their heels. On the line to 
Cotonou, Tom Porteous asked our correspondent, Karim 
Okanla, a few minutes ago, what was going on: 


(Begin recording) (Okanla) Thousands of panic-stricken 
people are fleecing Cotonou right now and trying to get 
out of their workplaces and their homes as soon as 
possible. Most of them are fleeing in the direction of 
Porto Novo. | myself was there just 30 minutes ago 
trying to cross the old bridge and somebody even almost 
hit me. A big heavy truck almost hit me and | really 
had to make a U-turn to get to Porto Novo to get out 
of Cotonou as soon as possible. 


(Porteous} What are these people fleeing from? 


{Okanla) Well, there are reports of gunshots and troop 
movements. We've heard that some troops left some- 
where on their trucks and they were heading in the di- 
rection of the Presidency, but we really don't know. 
There is no way I can confirm that. On my way I saw 
police patrol officers, | mean highway police officers 
patroling the streets and | talked to them and the made 
a radio communication with their base and their base 
told them that the situation was calm in some areas 
but it was completely confusing in other areas. So no 
one really knows exactly what is going on right now in 
Cotonou. 


[Porteous] Did you hear gunshots yourself? 

{Okanla} I have not heard gunshots but people are just 
fleeing in every direction. 

{Porteous} How many people would you say were on 
the move? 


(Okanla) Well, I can’t tell. | mean thousands of people. 
People were on their bikes. Some people were on foot. 


u without of the owners. 


I was myself driving my car and like ! said | almost 
got hit by a big truck. So really, people are just trying 
to get out of Cotonou as soon 1s possible and we really 
don't know. 


{Porteous} What do you think is actually going on? 


{Okanla} Well, Mr. Edgar Yves Monou, who is the 
minister of foreign affairs, said last night that there was 
to be a press conference this morning at 1000 
and that he was going to release the official results 
had and that the results were showing Soglo in the 
but actually when we got there this morning, he 
to come back this afternoon and that was what | 
to do when people started running amok and 
you know, trying to get out of Cotonou as soon 
ble. 
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JNMow., of course, Kerekou's camp has said 

and his people want to claim victory for 
themselves, even though Kerekou seems to have won 
the elections and do you think that this shooting may 
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heard anything on the national radio and broadcast on 
national television is going to get under way soon. [end 


recording} 


Benia: Government Prohibits Media Reportage on 
Election Results 


AB2103203596 Pararkou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
2000 GMT 21 Mar 96 


[Statement issued by the High Authority on Audiovisual 
and Communications on 21 March; place not given) 


High Authority on Audiovisual and Communications 
{HAAC], after deliberating at its session on Thursday 
21 March 1996, wishes to inform the public that begin- 
ning from the present statement, state-owned media are 
allowed to announce only provisional results that have 


on air on radio and on television or to have an interview 
published in the written press, in particular in LA NA- 
TION newspaper, must be forwarded to the HAAC. No 
news conference nor statement concerning the said elec- 
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tivn must be carried by any state-owned media without 
the prior agreeinent of the HAAC. 


(Signed) HAAC Chairman Rene Meyinhoue Dota 


Benin: Home of Constitutional Court Member 
Machine-Gunned 


AB2203091396 Paris AFP in French 
0844 GMT 22 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text ] Cotonou, 22 Mar (AFP) -— 
The house of a member of the Beninese Constitutional 
Court, the only body which has the power to proclaim 
the final results of the presidential election in Benin, 
was machine-gunned last night by unknown people in 
Cotonou, it was learned today from sources close to the 
Court. 


There were no reports on casualties. 


Benin: AFP Names Court Member Targeted in 
Gur Attack on House 


AB2203103596 Paris AFP in English 
0918 GMT 22 Mar 96 


{By Anne Le Coz} 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Cotonou, March 22 (AFP) 
— Unidentified gunmen fire¢ — the home of a 
member of Benin's constitu!) .a . the body due to 
announce the outcome of f=: enti: . eiections, a source 
Close to the court said Frid 


No victims were reported in the c vernight attack on the 
home of Maurice Glele-Ahanhanzo, which came after a 
report that former military ruler Mathicu Kerekou had 
won at the polls. 


This claim has been denied by supporters of the in- 
cumbent head of state Nicephore Soglo, who defeated 
Kerekou in the first elections after the return to multi- 


party democracy in 1991. 


Constitutional court members and their families have 
twice received death threats since the first round of 
voting in the small west African country on March 3. 
[passage omitted] 


Benin: Defense Minister, Private Chief of Staff 
Dismissed 


AB2203123996 Cotonou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
1218 GMT 22 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Defense Minister Desire Vieyra 
and General Basile Dadele were today relieved of their 
functions. A communique issued by the minister in 
charge of relations with institutions and government 


1s without of the owners. 
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spokesman says Desire Vieyra, minister of state in 
charge of ‘he coordination of government activities and 
national defense, is relieved of all his functions, The 
functions of the minister of defense will henceforth be 
assumed by the head of government. This decision takes 
effect from today Friday, 22 March 1996. 


The communique is signed by Theodore Holo, minister 
in charge of relations with institutions and government 


Another communique says General Basile Dadele is 
relieved of his functions as private chief of staff of the 
president of the Republic. This decision also takes effect 
from today, Priday 22 March 1996. 


Cote d’lvoire 


Cote d@’ivoire: President Bedie Receives Cameroon 
Official, Biya Message 


AB2203115996 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 21 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) President Henri Konan Bedie 
this evening received Joseph Owona, Cameroonian 
minister of health and President Paul Biya's special 
with a message for the Ivorian head of state. 
Dembele and Pascal Amani Kouadio were there: 


recording} [Kouadio) Cameroonian Health Min- 


ae 


T— 
lage! ie 
sigst whgEs<a 
BE sa tt> 
Hie a Eagle 
TH SPESE 
IRE af 


FBIS-AFR-96-057 
22 March 1996 


that our neighbor (Nigeria) was occupying a certain 
number of points in the Bakassi peninsula, Cameroon 
and especially its president, Paul Biya, who wants to 
solve the problem through dialogue, adopted dialogue 
first. | must say that Cameroon has always held dialogue 
with Nigeria for more than 30 years. | can cite the 
Kano and Maroua agreements, Cameroon has therefore 
referred the case to the International Court of Justice, the 
OAU, and the United Nations. The court has adopted 
conservatory measures after the 3 February incidents. 
We think the court is going to give its ruling in 
accordance with international law and the prevailing 
principles in Africa — the respect of the inviolability 
of borders. [end recording) 


Cote d'Ivoire: Opposition Newspaper LE RELAIS 
Suspends Publication 

AB2103181096 Abidjan SOIR INFO in French 

20 Mar 96 p 5 


[Interview with Ladji Sidibe, editor-in-chief of LE 
RELAIS newspaper by Armand Depeyla; date and place 
not given) 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Since 15 March, LE RELAIS 
daily which is close to the Rally of Republicans ([RDR) 
has stopped publishing. The disappearance of this news- 
paper from the newspaper kiosks was sudden and un- 
expected because it has replaced "LE REPUBLICAIN" 
which itself had been given a three-month court sus- 
pension order. The disappearance of the paper from the 
kiosks is due to “financial difficulties” caused by the 
slump in sales. So, it is for financial reasons. This is the 
outcome of this interview granted to us by the newspa- 
per's editor-in-chief Ladji Sidibe. 


[Depeyla] The general newspaper of which you are the 
editor-in- chief, stopped appearing on the newstands on 
15 March for the last time after its 34th edition. The 
general public is wondering what has happened. 


[Sidibe)] There have been some problems in connection 
with the slump in sales. As you are aware, after the 
elections period, all newspapers nationwide face a slump 
in sales because the readership is reduced. 


[Depeyla] In the specific case of "LE RELAIS,” what 
are your difficulties? 


[Sidibe] Our problem is that we had just hit the 
newstands when we were confronted with three types 
of problems... I will mention the paper's name which 
was unknow to readers. Its launching was not matched 
with any sound advertisement campaign. As you can 
see, the situation with "LE RELAIS’is worse than that 
of other papers on the market. Up till now, we have 
been unable to resolve the administrative problems that 
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will make us accept advertisements. All these factors 
can make a paper's management difficult. In a nutshell, 
those ase some of the reasons that made the paper to 


stop publishing. 


(Depeyla) It is also mentioned that you have a financial 
problem with one of your partners. 


[Sidibe) it is true that we have had some specific 
with one of our partners, in particular Arro- 
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now awaiting the “resurrection” of 
REPUBLICAIN".? 
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one because it is the second strongest party in the coun- 
try. Whether the party has the financial means or not, it 
is the RDR's duty to have its own paper, it is to survive 
as a political party. So, we are getting ready for the re- 
turn of "LE REPUBLICAIN"” on the streets 

The Gambia 
The Gambia: Government Freezes Former 
President Jawara’s Assets 


AB2103174696 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1215 GMT 
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of inquiry was set up after the military takeover in 
Banjul. 
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Liberia 


Liberia: NPFL Withdraws From Occupted 
Townships 

AB2103192996 London b3C World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 21 Mar 96 


(Fron the “Focus on Africa" program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The tr op movements by 
Charles Taylor's NPFL [National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia) in Liberia finally [words indistinct) the peace- 
keeping force ECOMOG [Economic Community of 
West Africa States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group) into 
response last night. It told Taylor to withdraw his fight- 
ers from Kakata, Bong Mines, and Tudi which they have 
seized from Roosevelt Johnson's ULIMO-J (United Lib- 
eration Movement for Democracy in Liberia-Johnson 
faction) in the past week or so. But it wants Alhaji 
Koroma to report to the NPFL forces which are es- 
tablishing themselves in White Plains and Bensonville, 
only a few miles north of the capital Monrovia. On the 
line to Monrovia, Tom Porteous asked the ECOWAS 
[Economic Community of West Africa States] Ambas- 
sador James Victor Gbeho if he had been in touch with 
Charles Taylor: 


(Begin recording) (Gbeho} | have been in touch with 
Charles Taylor. I spoke to him less than a hour ago. 


{Porteous} And what does he say? 


[Gbeho] He is in agreement. He does not intend to stay 
in Kakata and he is arranging for a total withdrawal 
from the place. 


(Porteous) But since he occupied Kakata, he has been 
moving into other places. It does not look on the ground 
that he is really ready to withdraw from areas around 
Monrovia? 


[Gbeho) Well, I believe that it takes sometime to achieve 
a total withdrawal but certainly he has assured me and 
has assured the field commander also that it is not the 
intention of the NPFL to remain indefinitely in Kakata 
or Tudi or Bong Mines and that he implies to withdraw 
from those places. 


{Porteous} Are you happy with these assurances? 


{Gbeho] So far so good. I have no intention to question 
his integrity as this stage. We will give him sufficient 
time to withdraw. If he does not, then of course, we will 
move into higher gear within. 


[Porteous] What kind of higher gear do you have in 
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(Gbeho) Well, there are several options left to us either 
here or at the level of f ministers, or even heads 
of state of the Committee of Nine etc... 


(Porteous) But on the ground, there are no plans to force 
him out militarily? 


[Gbeho} No. Let me correct one impression. The 
BCOMOG is not here to fight. ECOMG is here to keep 
the peace and whatever we can do through negotiation, 
we will do. Enforcement comes only as a last resort 
and | do not think that we want to put ourselves in 
the situation of believing that Charles Taylor is on the 
same plane as Roosevelt Johnson. It is a question of 
negotiating things with Charles Taylor. | believe that he 
means it when he says that he will withdraw. 


[Porteous] What do you mean when you said that 
Charles Taylor is not on the same plane as Roosevelt 
Johnson? 


(Gdeho) Well, what | mean by that is that Roosevelt 
Johnson behaved in a very erratic manner, attacked 
BCOMOG troops at Tubmanburg, and when he was 
discovered to have got arms into Monrovia and was 
asked to submit to a search then, he went and surrounded 
EBCOMOG in Kakata, saying that if you touch my house 
in Monrovia, there will be trouble in Kakata. Now, that 
is that. The is not the sort of things that Charles Taylor 
is doing. 

(Porteous) But it is not the sort of things he is doing now 
but it is the sort of things that he has Jone in the past. So, 
I think it will be fair to say that Charles Taylor has given 
more trouble to ECOMOG than Roosevelt Johnson over 
the period that ECOMOG has been in Liberia. 
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Mali 
Mali: Ghana’s Chambes on Joint Ties, Liberian 
Situation 
AB1503101296 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 2000 GMT 14 Mar 96 
(FBIS Translated Text) President Alpha Oumar Konare 
carly this afternoon received Mohamed Ibn Chambas. 
Ghana's deputy foreign minister, who delivered a mes- 
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sage from Ghanaian President Jerry Rawlings to Pres- 
ident Alpha Oumar Konare. After the audience, the 
Ghanaian emissary briefed the press on the excellent 
state of relations between the (wo countries and the ways 
and means of strengthening them as well as the forth- 
coming Economic Community of West African States 
summit to be held in Accra on the situation in Liberia. 
Let us listen to Mohamed Ibn Chambas as he speaks to 
Reboah Siriki. 


[Begin recording) (Chambas, in English fading, into 
French translation) | had the great honor to be received 
by President Konare of Mali who, as you know, 
is a symbol of democracy not only for the youth 
of Africa but for the entire African continent. He 
is a symbol which has generated much respect for 
the entire continent. | am bearer of a message from 
President Rawlings to President Konare. We also used 
this opportunity to exchange views on our excellent 
bilateral relations and looked for ways and means of 
further improving them. 


[Unidentified correspondent) [Words indistinct] a spe- 
cial problem? 


[Chambas] [Words indistinct) in Liberia where one of 
the seven belligerent factions, the United Libciation 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia-Johnson faction 
attacked the ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Groups) forces 
who are (words indistinct) the advancement of the peace 
process, which we begun some time ago. This is why 
we think we should reexamine all these problems and 
map out the path along which we can advance. [end 
recording] 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: Abacha’s Powers in Elections Decree 
Provisions Highlighted 

AB2203100296 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 21 Mar 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text) The attorney general of the 
federation and minister of justice, Chief Michael Ag- 
bamuche, has highlighted some provisions of the Local 
Government Elections Decree in view of some recent 
developments which, he says, would not have arisen if 
due reference had been made to the decree. In a state- 
ment, the minister drew attention to: section | of the 
decree which stipulates that the local government elec- 
tions shall be under the direction and supervision of 
the National Electoral Commission of Nigeria, NECON; 
section 4, which caters for the qualification and disqual- 
ification of candidates; section 12, which stipulates that 
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court proceedings are not to prejudice conduct of elec Nigeria: Adequate Fuel Stock Reportedly Available 
tos sotwithstanding the provisions of the 1979 Consti- Nationwide 
tution as amended or AB2103152896 Lagos NTA Television Network 
—— in English 2000 GMT 20 Mar 96 

{[FBIS Transcribed Text) (Announcer) Motorists have 
Chief Agbaemuche again been reassured by the Nigerian National Petro- 
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leum Corporation, NNPC, that there is adequate stock 
of petroleum products nationwide and should, therefore, 
desist from panic buying. Figures made available to 
journalists reveal that there is adequate stock in all de- 
pots across the country for the next 15 days. While in 
the Lagos area, about 10.511 million liters of fuel was 
available to marketers at the Apapa depot as of yester- 
day, Walimosimi had a stock of 2.1 million liters. A visit 
by journalists to the Ejigbo depot today reveals that an 
average of 60 tankers have been loading fuel on daily 
basis since the beginning of the month. The depot chief 
at Ejigbo, Mr. Raphael Oniajam, gave out the quantity 
of fuel and the number of trucks that have received fuel 
from the depot since the beginning of this week: 


[Begin Oniajam recording] Satellite depot is one of the 
busiest depots in terms of petroleum products liftings. 
For the past few days, we have loaded a lot of trucks. On 
the 18th, being Monday, we loaded 2.225 million liters, 
representing 85 trucks. On the 19th, being yesterday, we 
loaded 2.370 million liters, representing 81 trucks. (end 
recording} 


{Announcer} Mr. Oniajam says loaded tankers are often 


accompanied by uniformed men to ensure the products 
are not diverted to unknown destination. 


AB2103153096 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 20 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The president-elect, Alhaji 
Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, has said that there is no de- 
velopment without peace and security. Speaking to the 
GIS (Government Information Services) in Freetown, 
-elect reassured the citizens of this coun- 
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l recording) (Sylla] The search for peace is 

and must be undertaken in many ways. The 
elders on the two sides of the border have also accepted 
to join the battle for peace because it can only be a 
very good thing. An awareness on the search 
for this peace is indispensable. | think after five years of 
fratricidal war, Sierra Leoneans must understand that the 
war can only ruin their country and impede subregional 
cooperation. We are al a stage where the march toward 
peace is being accelerated. We can only greet the elders’ 
initiative. 


(Unidentified reporter) The president elect, Amhed Te- 
jan Kabbah, is demanding the maintenance of foreign 
troops, namely the Guinean troops, in the country. 


[Sylla) Yes, it is a wish that he expressed. | would 
like w r call that we have a defense agreement with 
Sierra Leone and this transcends the existing 


regimes because the Guinean troops have always been 
present there. It goes without saying that they would be 
prepared to leave if for one reason or the other the Sierra 
Leonean Government no longer wants the presence of 
the Guinean troops. (end recording) 
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